Bard College
Student Newspaper Archive

(1895-1999)

All Rights Reserved. Copyright © 1999 by Bard College



LIGHT OBSERVER

Vol. 1 No.2  April, 1982

Cover Page [Photograph]
Andrea Nussinow
Page 1 Table of Contents
Page 2 Strike Force
A Subjective/Objective Report
Nelson Bragg
Page 8 Record World News
Page 9 Interview
Professor Steve Andors
Nelson Bragg
Page 13 Perspectives

Art Carlson
Page 15 Senior Project Notes
Alice Knapp
Page 18 The Women Studies Program: Past Present and Future?

Page 20 Hirsch Fire
George Hunka
To the Editors:
[“It has come to my attention that Bard College residents
have been jerking off into Kleenex. . .”]
Mrs. Eileen Elder
In the News
George Hunka
A Response to Emily Armour
[“NO, not under any circumstances will we fuck, suck or violate you.
In short, we shit upon you from a great height.”]
The Lost Cause
Page 21 Fashion: A Whole New World
George Hunka
Translations
Brian Friel
Review by Andrew Joffe
Page 22 May Calendar at Cash’s Music Bar
Page 23 Strike!
Review by Andrew Joffe
Page 24 Clichés [Cartoon]
Page 25 Letter to the Editor
[“I want to congratulate you. . .”]
Leon Botstein



No. 39 |

Apnl 1982 o N - S voLumi;Diswgy"

—TiE— =
4o

pvhotoyraph bu Andrea Nussinow.

—— THE STRIKE ISSUE ——



Table Of CONtentS..veseeeemsosiereeiosinesessanas I Write myself
Strike Force: A Subjectlve/objectlve Report......-Nelson E. Bragg
Record World NEWS:.eesiesesesssceannsaanconossaesas anonymous polemic
nght~0bserver ‘Interview: Professor Andors..... .. Nelson E. Bragg
Studerit Power durlng The Leon Era at B3rd.eseeses Arthur Carlson
Senlor PrOJect Notes..........,.................. Alice Knapp.ﬂ

~ Women'* S Studies: Past/Present/Future............. Ellen Schwartz
Hirsch P ATC e auseianncosorassessosesssssaneanennes George Hunka - -

. In the NeWS.:.............-..--......-........... Georgé Hunka
Letter' (5eh seeesseanssassancnascncssscncnns wesses Mrs, Eileen Elder,

" The Lost Cause - -

:nghtkOuserver Fashlon Report: Sprlng '82n.=°.... George Hunka

' Review: branﬂlaitnnﬁ..na......................;.. Andrew Joffe
Review: Strike!...eiescesesnesscssscscsisessssnsoss Andrew Joffe

B LELLer.eseenesscsacsosacnsesasessaenssssnssvess President Botstein

o

1%i€wanted this issue to be much 1;$§Er, but have held back
its size because of financial. nécess;ty. As you can see, we're
doing our damndest to ‘be both the campus newspaper and a breath-
of-fresh-air magazlne for Bard arts and for free, bopefully bizzare
expre551on. We'lre for you,. whoever you are,.

"We plan a third lssue,  We have plenty of material, and

we're getting moré. We. could easily produce a 70-page issue,
given the money.' But we have little or none - of same,-and the very
existence of an issue of any size is 1in question. If" yolt 1like what
The Light‘obﬁerVer”is &oigg_ - we urge, beg, plead and implore you
to support us by buying our raffle tickets, attendlng our fundraiser,
or even giving us a donation if personal funds permit.

Nelson Bragg
Bill Abelson
George Hunka
Editors

The Light-Observer turns blue awaiting your correspondence.

We especially invite all members of the community to comment
on the material and issues covered in this issue of The Light-
Observer.

———

The final issue of The Light-Observer will be The Act of
Performance issue. Submissions can be in any printable

media, linguistic, artistic, or otherwise. Deadline is

Friday, May 7.




lhe turbulence of the recent strikers, it was difficult: l

student strike has been hovering to watch students hang out
over the campus for many months. on the wall during the strike
J0nly recently, however, has there watching the picket line. One
been a noticeable change in the sad point is that alot of those
routine life on campus. Along with students probably supported the
the sounds of wind through the effort. Sandra Camacho
trees, we heard the chants of "The articulated her opinion of this
students, united, will never be attitude pretty well at the pre-
defeated!" and over the barking of strike meeting: "When you get
dogs wailed "We're fired up! We out there in the real world,
won't take no more!" and with taco you better learn to stand up
on plate at Saga, we listened to for your rights."
the vocal strains of "Solidarity But why a strike? Why
Forever!" Complimenting these - such a measure? Well, the
auditory protests wetre : students of the Bard Coalition
' , circles of students on will tell you they were tired
the .lawn participating in alter=’ - of talk (and still- are) and
native classes such as "Women, that a strike was necessary
Race, and Culture: A Consciousness- at this stage of the game. That
raising discussion." Loudest but it was an important step towards
certainly not least was the music communication with administration.
played in support of the strike. . That the strike was an example
The brick building known as Ludlow of student concern now, no matter
was rocked by such notables as if - a student is here for four or
Live Short & Suffer, Roundheels, more years, one more year Or a
Professor Leaman and the Funk . semester., . The Coalition expects
Seminar, The Strike Shirts, The their opinions and judgments
Lost Cause, and many other evaluated a little more carefully,
musicians. All were showing their as well as the faculty's. "You

support for the strike, or Political accepted us as members of the
Science professor Steve Andors, whose Bard community. Now sufficiently

tenure denial spawned the strike deal with us as individuals who
action and resulting gquestions . - might just know what we are
concerning student rights and the. - talking about concerning issues
tenure process. o . and decisions of this nature,”

I guess most people really  'commented one concerned student.
did have their own reasons for . I would imagine that the
participating, and their own for. president is feeling the same
not participating. I've heard ' way. But as many might exclaim,
everything from "I'm just not that . "The president is one, as
kind of person"” to "I'm too opposed to many. Does his
embarrassed." From "I think presidency give him  the power to
striking is a bad idea; it gets override decisions made by the
you nowhere" to "It's all Greek majority in the tenure issue?”
"to me.," . For many hard-working - President. Botstein commented on

S—

~ CONT, —»



a similar questlon at the
question and.answer session

held at Kline Commons Apr11 22:
M"Granting tenure is not
necessarlly a matter of majorlty
sentiment." He also stated,
"Perhaps we.should have a system

at Bard which has a majorlty vote."

So how did this strlke come-
about anyway? If you don't care,,

put the paper down and get another-

taco. If you do? ‘A pre-strike

meeting was held at Kline Commons

on March 22. Committees such as
Publicity, Security, Posters,
Entertainment, Plcket lines, and
others were establlshed I was
there and I felt a sense of
organlzatlon I had rarely seen

at this school. The Bard
Coalition discussed the focus |

of the strike--that it was not
only a strike for tenuring Andors,
but a strike for the future of
tenure and governance at Bard.
Faculty support was also essential
in order that a gap would not be
established between them and the
students., As it was, that support
was presented as "sympathies with

gthe object1Ves of the student
written for the faculty by the Bard
- 'urged thé faculty not to penalize

.;as a result of the strike.
‘as any other support, very few
 faculty members attended strike
activities.

. presenting his confident and’
“-supportive words on the
He was a very effective speaker,

protest" in the form of a resolutio

Coalition. The resolution also

students who were absent from class
As far

Mark Lytle attended
meetings and strike happenings;

situation,

as was Elie Yarden, who spoke out
numerous times at many strike
events. Robert Koblitz, a
colleague of Steve Andors in the
Political Science department,
spoke to students also. These
three faculty members were
willing to directly participate
and were not concerned with

the "image" so many faculty
members felt they had to hold

on to by not getting involved.

Nf course there are faculty who
have not been tenured yet, who
feel that participating in
the‘eﬁﬁort might have been CONT—
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damaging to their’ future as’
tenured professors. I° thlnk
alot of people understood this’
conflict, I may be overlooking
other participating faculty
mainly because I did not- see
any others speak out, but -
speaking out is the klnd of
support this effort- needed.

At the March 22 meeting,
it was also established that
one of the main objectives was
a confrontation with the
pre51dent. The students wanted
to hear some explanations which
they were not getting. Explan-
ations showing compelling
evidence for his decision to
deny tenure to Steve Andors.
The reasons given at the time
were extremely vague, stated
the Coalition, and these reasons
did not clearly explain why
Andors was not qualified for
tenure. Another of the main
objectives at this meeting was
to create a resolution -
representing the students who
protested the president's
actions. It stated:
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"We, the student body,
protest the abuse of
executive power by
Pregdident Botstein in
the tenure decision of
Professor Steve Andors.
We protest also the fact
that President Botstein
did not specifically
addréss himself to the

. four criteria that have

. been established in the
Faculty Handbook.
President Botstein has
not, therefore, fulfilled
the essential rules of
the tenure process and
has made an unfair and
invalid decision.
President Botstein's
refusal teo fellow the
criteria pertaining to
the tenure process as.
set forth in the
faculty contract has
placed the entire
process in jeapardy.
The student body .
strongly believes that
Professor Andors fully
gqualifies in all four

" ¢riteria for tenurg. CDNTFF
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We therefore demand

a fair evaluation and
decision which will
only result in
Professor Andors
immediately being
tenured.”

Jﬁ\nd there it stood. A resolution.

A declaration of the Coalition.
Written in order to specifically

body' felt and demanded. It was:
presented among the other resol-
utions, letters, statements, doc-
uments and pamplets that were dis-
plaved for student awareness and
information at the information
table' at Kline Commons. The table
was in action for about two weeks.
It was run by the Coalition in
order td keep the canpus informed
as to what was happening and to
educate people abott why thay
should protest on 'April 14, Of
course, one set back was the April

fools blizzard which set the strike

| back a week. "I really don't

feel the week delay hampered

the momentum of the strike force,
As a result of the beautiful
weather that arrived the
following week, many students
possessed fluent energy and were
ready to lock horns with any
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- strike all about?"

present what the concerrned student -

‘man!"

‘in the Gym
13,
‘shared the majority sentiment.

thing, least of all a college
strike.

. n response to my overly
general question, "What's the
I found
alot of students (certainly no
majority) really knew nothing.
What type of motivation, I asked
myself, do these people have?
After speaking to them, I
quickly directed them to a

- "striker" so that they might
~gain knowledge.

hand, many students (again no
majority) simply did not care

to know what was happening,
whether they would have supported
it or not. Some students felt
the strike represented a group
of students who were "radical,
at the drop of a hat.
Their opinions represent a
portion of their character which
I need not delve into further.
And some students were frankly
embarrassed when they heard some
of the strike songs. I sensed
that most of the students above
were unquestionably the less

" informed by their own choice,

of course.
the second

But as a result of
major strike meeting
on Tuesday, April

I feel alot of these people.

CONT,—
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Eyes were opened. A fine crowd

of about 160 students showed up
| for this occasion and aside from

the strike itself, I found a

very strong energy level. A
purpose for this meeting was to

get feelings and questions from

the students. The Coalition
‘made it clear that it would not
be a "Get President Botstein"
strike. If anything, it was a
"Get Botstein to talk" strike.

The strikers also stated that-

the strike was not occurring

simply because they supported

a popular teacher, but because

they supported student and

faculty rights.

Stu Levine so "eloqguently" and
"open-mindedly"” stated to the Daily
Freeman: "They're maRing their feel-
ings known about a popular teacher."
Now unless Mr. Levine was misquoted,
I can honestly state thatthis jour-
nalist found that particular state-
ment rather deceitful but... he
probably was misquoted. Otherwise,
he should have checked out the in-
formation table himself.

Strike or not strike? -All present

voted affirmative to .a campus-wide.
protest for three days as a result
of Président Botstein's decision.
As I said earlier, I think.the
meeting opened eyes. People had
questions and speculations and
doubts about the event. .But I .
think all of that was alleviated
in many curious minds. The ‘
response from many students upon
the unanimous vote for a strike
bothered me, though., It was as if
the Yankees had just won. I
thought to myself, “"They're .
cheering now." Hope was indeed '~
the word. L Ce e
Wednesday followed Tuesday, as
expected, and the strike began
after weeks of planning.  What
could follow the strike remained
unpredictable. A wake-up march on

-Annandale Road, Blithewood Road,

North Campus, and the rest of the
Bard topography was executed. As :

far as its effectiveness ‘ig : . = |~
concerned, it's hard to tell. I ..
think it may have been’cancelfed ™
as a result of student protest: '

_7 DRSS Rebacan,  The marchers | |
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‘fwon't let Andors go"

of Ludlow and occupled the space
1n‘front. The strikers had signs,
posters, pamphlets, strike song-
‘|books, drums, cowbells, and as
high a spirit as they could
muster up for three days and

Jfew people. It would have heen
nice to have seen at least 400
students protesting in front of
that damn building. The strikers
chanted "The students, united,
will never bhe defeated" and "We
and others.
Alternative classes were held

on the campus lawns designated
as. the Red, Green, and Blue lawns
by the strike committee. Classes

Jwere taught by Andors, Yarden,

Dewsnap, Art Carlson, Koblitz,
and others. ©Now earlier I
mentioned that the faculty
participation in the strike was
a bit disturbing. But I will
say that the alternative class
program was a very good example
of support from faculty members.
Many students participating in
these classes found them very

@e Gift of
“Hospitality

Beekmon Arms has for more
than two centuries dispensed
hospitality as well as food,
drink and [odgings. Now we
make it possible for you, our
guests on so many occasions,
to play the host. We now have
a Gift Certificate you can give
to whomever you wish, in what-
ever amount you wish, for food
and drink and even lodgings at
Beekmon Arms and its new
Delamater Guest House.

Use it to help your family and
friends celebrate some special
occasion — an  anniversary,
birthday or nofable achieve-
ment. Use it to seal a business
arrangement, to reward a grad-
vate or career milestone. Be
assured that the recipient of a
Beekman Arms Gift Certificate
will enjoy the gift of hospitality
as practiced for more than two
hundred years by the manage-
ment and staff of America's old-

imaginative. And this aspect est and most distinguished inn.
of the w




move on his part.
'been painful for him to have

‘was tremendous,

igns, meetlngs, alternative
classes, music, protest lines,
strike literature, hard work.
I saw the strike as an organized
unit of concerned students who-
just didn't :like the way. things
were going down around here.
And President Botstein remained

| unseen during the three days of

a very understandable
It would have

protest,

been seen in campus during the
strike.

‘President Botstein's
tenure decision was disheartening-
for many people on campus. But
the reaction from the students
exclaim members

of the faculty. Concern of this

‘nature for one's education has

not occurred here in years,
according to Elie Yarden.
yeah the strike has been a
major event of student activism
at Bard. It could have been even
more tremendous if the exclusive
"Bard attitude” had not prevaled
over so many. It wasn't-just the
teachers who were afraid of their:

P—
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image. Alot of kids here find
themselves concerned about that
sort of thing. In fact, we all
do. It's just too bad that it~
happened at this time in
history, but the lack of support
wasn't so bad that the strike
wasn't effective; more effective

than we will evef know.

A+ press time the Bard Coalltlon
s about to Telease a statement
expressing their feeling that
L.eon said virtually nothing
during the April 22 meeting.
According to Dan Karan, more
protest measures are planned;

the Affort is far from over.

- And it won't be. forgotten
soon. Many students have forgotten,
others hope to. For ‘some people
though this whole issue will
affect them for the rest of the1r

lives. g End —

~ Ll(j“)n.h.

Beatles Trug Snngs release (guinfunle
platimm af this wrifing) has prompfed

_ the lahel o plan re-igsur uf another
pet nf mind-altering classice (release
date: flidsummer’s Eue, gaye eniree of
oxen-glaunhter). The £, The Beatfles
Arug Songs Volume 3L, mill x:nm.prtEE

- the following fracks.

Stde 1:
3'm Looking Chrough You
3'm Only Seeping
foue {ou Co
Being fuar the Benefif of Or. Eite
A Day in the Life
Flying
A1l Yon Nepd i Loup

The stapgering sules of Capitinl Records"

Side 2:
Blue Jay May
The JInner Light
Only a Northern Song
£.3. Bumhlrhzr
Zercaupe
flary Jane
Arrnss the Uniwverse

Side 2, Trark ¢ was penned hy Meter
Conk and Dudley flonre while Side 2,
Crark K 15 a Lennon-Ono-flartin com-
pagition ... Volume X'es instant suc-
cegBs has been uniuversally ascribed
fto a devastatingly effective ad ram-
paign, particularly in the print
media ...
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Steve Andors

(This interview was conducted in the office of Steven
Andors at 3:00 April 13, 1982.)

NELSON BRAGG: I hope by the time this interview is printed

it won't be outdated.

STEVEN ANDORS: It should promise to be an issue for at least

a couple of more weeks anyway.

NB: Should I assume that you are more or, less hopeful
concerning the tenure thing?

SA: No.

NB: You're not hopeful?

SA: No. I'm fighting very hard. There's been a very grave
injustice done to me but I'm not hopeful, I think we are
dealing with a very stubborn man.

NB; You seem to be an active person in your field of study.

SA: Well, you see, I've been less active in the last year
because I've been so preoccupied with this tenure thing. I've
had little time to do other things. I must say I really feel
very, very resentful about that..

NB: What did you expect from Leon?

SA: That's a very tricky question. I have my own theories
"about why he's doing this. I think it would he fair to say

that none of them have very much to do with my qualifications.
Let's say that he could just as easily have given me tenure as
denied me tenure. He could more easily have given me tenure
than denied me on the basis simply of my qualifications to teach
here, and I think he knows that. But I think that what we got
involved in with me had alot more to do with the governance
process at the college and the power of presidential decision-
making to shape the future of tenure here at Bard. Not me. I
think what the president was doing with me was using me to give
himself a position of maximum flexibility and strength in *the
tenure decision-making process in the future and not necessarily
with me. It's also . .possible that he really thought he was making
a legitimate decision at the time, but I. think enough evidence
has come up since he made his decision that would persuade most
people that he had made a mistake. But I don't think Leon is
the kind of person who backs down very easily,if at all. As

I said at the beginning, I think he's an extraordinarily stubborn
and willful person. .
NB: - Do you feel that the tenure process is in trouble? Could
this' issue bring on more problems in the tenure process?

cont.




SA: No. I don't think the tenure process is at stake.

I think what's at stake is the governance issue. That is,
there really would be no way that tenure could be eliminated
as an institution at this point.

NB: Am I right in saying that Leon abused the privilege of
the ability to veto decisions made by the tenure committee?
SA: Abusing the privilege is a loaded term. What's an issue
here is relative power of the president not only as an
administrative officer but as a political leader of a
university or institution, to shape the personnel policies

of the institution, which includes things like courses,
courses taught, various approaches to the disciplines and other
things. That's what tenure is all about and that's why tenure
has always been the faculty's prerogative more or less with
the president exercising a kind of administrative role in terms
of okaying or not okaying a recommendation of the faculty but
never really taking on for himself a really substantial
involvement with the tenure decision unless there's some
really compelling reasons. WNow, I think what Leon has been
trying to do is to change that balance of power so that it
acts in his favor, so that the faculty essentially would become
a simple recommendatory body, and the real power would be his
to make the final decision, and not just to enact it bhut to
make it. And I really think that's what he wants, that's one
of the big things that's an issue and this really transcends
my case and goes directly. to the heart of the governance
gquestion.

NB: I read the letter that Leon sent to you denying your
tenure, and it contained some comments questioning your

effect on campus. What is the effect a teacher is supposed

to have on campus here, what does Leon expect concerning this?
SA: It was never made clear to me. First of all, it was never
raised to me that my effect on campus was not what he wanted,
so I don't even know what he was talking about and I told him
this when I first spoke to him. I don't know any of the
criticism he made. I frankly did not understand them, because
there was no basis upon which he could say, "Yes, here's what
he was supposed to do, but he didn't do it,” you see. Because
I did all of these things and what he's saying is, well, no
matter what you did I don't think it's good enough. So what
can you do? What can you say? It's a catch-22. You do one
hundred things and he says, well, that's not good enough
because I really wanted you to do one hundred and one and you
should have known, without anybody ever telling me, and I
thought I was going along great. I was going to all of these
meetings, I was helping students in extracurricular activities,
I was speaking to the community outside, I was showing films
all over, whatever I could do to really engage myself with

the college. The only thing I wasn't doing was living up
here on the campus. If that's what Leon meant--that to really
be engaged with the college community at Bard, a teacher must
be physically resident on the campus seven days a week, he's
never told me that.  In fact, he told me before my first
evaluation in his office that the question of my residency on
campus was 001ng to be 1rrelevant to my tenure. He,ksaid,

cont.




"Don't worry about it, Steve." ' Now maybe if I was smart

I would have said, well maybe the fact that he said don't
worry-about it means that I should worry about it.

NB: About the strike--how do you feel it will effect the
situation we have here?

SA: I have no idea. I think the strike, like any strike,

is a potentially powerful political weapon. ©Not all strikes
work. And many strikes are defeated, and some strikes are
very bitter and they get very nasty and.nobody wins. Another
thing is, nobody really knows what happens in a strike. My
prognosis is that I honestly don't know what's going to
happen, because you get a dynamic going where people begin
engaging in these kinds of events that is totally beyond any
individual's ability to predict or to control. People could
get angry and scared.

NB: What are your sentiments concerning the response from
the students as a result of your denial for tenure?

SA: I mentioned that to the woman who interviewed me from
the Rhinebeck Gazette-Advertiser. My sentiments haven't
changed at all. I am very touched that the students are
supporting me. I am also very impressed. I'm not just
touched that they are supporting me, I am very impressed

that they see the issues as clearly as they see them. It
gives me, as a teacher, a sense of gratification. Three or
four years spent here really does improve the ability to
think and to analyze things a little bit, which I think is
probably the most important thing you get out of any liberal
education--the ability to think clearly and to see issues in
perspective-~-and I think the way the students are posing the
issue, as not simply my tenure, but as an issue of governance
and as an issue of collegiality in running the college, and the
way people relate to each other within this institution.
absolutely proves that point.

NB: What are your plans for the future if all else fails?
SA: I'm going to have to find another job. 1I'll live in
this part of the country, within one hundred miles from New
York City because I've grown up here and I consider this my
home. I don't consider myself a Midwesterner or a West Coast
person. That's just the way I am. There are very few jobs
available; academic jobs, almost none. I mean, for every
position open, there are at least 75 to 100 applicants.

NB: What about for a man in your position and of your
_knowledge?

'SA: It's even harder for somebody like me.

NB: Because of your political beliefs? .

SA: No. It has nothing to do with political beliefs. First
"of all, people don't even know what my political beliefs are.
‘There's alot of speculation and there's alot of what I call
stereotyping. There are categorizaticns going around saylng
that so-and-so is supposed to be this and therefore he's
supposed to think this way and that way, so I really txry to

cont.




avoid those kinds of categories. I don't think that the

- job situation is worse for me. It may be a little bit because

.- of that "reputation" that I might have, but I think that it .
is bad for me because most colleges that are hiring nowadays .
hire at what they call the junior level, which is beginning
teachers, persons with very little teaching experience, with-

. no publications, with a very recent Ph.D., somebody they can
hire at a low salary, just starting. Given the financial '
“limitations that most schools are working with today, if they
are hiring at all, they are hiring at the junior level.
NB: A Are you worried about what the future might bring?
SA: No. I'm not worried. 1I'm angry more than worried.

" I've been angry ever since I got the president's letter,

- because of what I consider to be an absolutely uncalled-for
decision., I mean, I really was angry and shocked. But I've
never worried because I'l1 get by. [

Fin.
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ART CARLSON

{(This speech was . presented by Arthur Carlson on the first
day of the strike, April 14. He spoke in front.of a small
crowd, so we at The Light-Observer felt it should be printed
for the many students who m1ssed it.)

irst I would like to responﬂ to what Danny Karan said
about Leon, that "this is not a personal -attack on Leon." I
feel quite differently. This has to be an attack on his

personality. That is where the problem lies. There has

been alot of criticism about Leon, that he's acted as an
autocrat and that he's acted institutionally. But basically,
you're criticizing the institution .for acting like an
institution. And how is the institution supposed to act?

As an institution, because it is an institution. Therefore,
the problem is the head of the institution. Now I was
supposed to give a class called The History of Student Power
in the Leon Era. I've done alot of research for it. And

‘what I found out was that student power has never existed

in the Leon era or in any other era. Sorry to break the news
to you| This is'a bit of an exercise in futility we're
engaging in here.

You see the same pattern repeated throughout the Leon

era as far as politics and power goes. When Leon decides -
.to do something, he does it. If anybody objects, well, that's

too bad. For-example, in Ludlow since Leon. has come in weé
have séen a complete housecleaning. All the people that were
here in the preV1ous administration are gone. :Leon 1is. very -
simply intent on remaking the school in his 1mage, and Steve
Andors does not fit in with that image. Paul Arthur {(Film
Professor denied tenure in Spring 1979) did not fit in with
that image, and the list goes on farther back. There have
been student strikes before, and there have been strikes
over tenure before. What came out of the last strike was
the current agreement that we have vis-~a-vis faculty hiring.
That process calls for the D.E.C. and the C.R.C. and all those
alphabet committees which have student participation, and do
you know what happened? The students didn't give a shit.
They wouldn't run for the positions, they wouldn't go to the
meetings, and when evaluations of faculty were made, the
evaluations were almost always positive, because nobody
wanted to criticize the teachers they became friendly with.
So basically, I see this as a little bit too late. This
is a process people should have been engaging in throughout
the years. By engaging in it now, you're just showing what
an exercise in futility it is. The reason it's going to be
a futility is because the administration is going to be
here year in and year out, and you're only students and you're
gonna be gone in four years, so they can afford to play the
waiting game. If you watch them, that's exactly what they're

gonna do. | C!2'1f.




My solution? I don't have a solution, because it is
futile. You, the students, are paying customers of this
ingtitution, you have the right to transfer. It is nice to
‘see that people are finally getting up in arms over this.

It's an important issue but ultimately it's a very pathetic
place to stake the last stand--on tenure. There are some
things going on on this campus right now, for example, all
the people shooting heroin into their bodies. Now look at
those people! You see them. They can hardly talk, sure

you can do anything you want when you shoot heroin. You can
go to the bar, you can hang out and make a blithering idiot
of yourself! And let me tell you something, Bard was busted
twice, once in 1968 and once in 1969, and Bard is gonna get
busted again in 1982! Why? This is an example of why there
is no student power. Students cannot get their shit together
and get rid of the drug problem on this campus. You know who
they are, I know who they are. We all gee them, we all know
them and Bard is simply gonna get busted again and all of the
student's credibility is gonna get shot to hell simply because
students are not willing to take command of their own lives.

Right now, we're coming up against Ludlow and you're
saying "we want you to do this and that." But at another time
when you have a problem that you can't solve, like the case of
Paul Spencer and the "cross burnings," you let Ludlow solve it,
and Ludlow is only too glad to solve it. That's simply
because people are not willing to take responsibility for their
own lives, and that is the real meaning of student power. You're
not gonna have student power as a student body until you've
taken control of your own life. You know what I'm talking
about. : T
Even if Andors does not get tenure, there are lots and
lots of qualified faculty out there. Right now the struggle.
is going to be getting someone to replace Andors who is going
to be as good or better and who can speak to the needs of the
community the way that Steve has. That is a point where
student power can be effective, where the students can get out
there and evaluate candidates and make a decision that will be
in your interest. I won't say the interests of the institution
because the interest of the institution is to act in an
institutional way. There's alot of stuff about Bard being a
Bard community, but let's not forget that Bard is an institution
and Bard is going to act like an institution as long as you
let them. If there is going to be any Bard community, it's
got to start right here, right with you people! You don't
need Ludlow for that, you don't need faculty.for that.. You've
got to get your own shit together in your own time and you

can't expect any help. f Fﬂd
: l .




ALICE
L Senior Pao(jecl I KNA@

Uett, therne was a time once in which The Light was a vehicle
fon senion profect notes as weldl as beding an appendage of the {4€m
deparntment. 1 am here, thenefore, to up and present an account of
myself. I1£'s tough you know, beding an academic majon within a
predominantly ants-oniented community. Evenyone else, Lt seems, L
out thene making something of themselves and presenting L£f to the rest
of us An the form of pernformances, shows, or the Like, while we the
academics read our theory and write our papers in the privacy of oun
own homes, thying Lo suppress the notion that we too should be ocut
thene penforming fon the rest of you. And then there are those crazy
scdence and math majons out there, fevenishly poring overn Ztextbooks
and equations, and spending hourns Ln the Lab on at the computen
terminal. Science and math majors have a special bond to each othex
though. We political studies majorns are an odd bunch. T sLiLL
stumble across one in an odd convensation here and there, and it's
always Like, "No shit -- you'ne a polystud teo?" So, you see, Lt can
be tough sometimes. 1 mus® confess fo being something Less than an
academic at heant, and you will more often than not find me engaged .
in the busdiness of what 1've come Lo fteam as sccdal politics. My focus
within the deparntment has been on revolutionary and internaticnal
politics and third world development. Somewhere Lin my jundior yean I
dound myselg with these 300 Level theory courses on "the state" and
such, began nealdizing that next yean was senior profect year, and that
I had no desine Zo choose a topic, read numerous bocks and arficles on
the subject, and wnite a Long, carefully foctnoted account of something
1 had no conerete, practical contact with, to add to which, the sociak
politics scene was getting a Little stale -- the too much of a good,
same old thingy characternistically Bard syndrome. We are wondeaful,
but we are afso numerically smallf and Lso0lated in our nonthern Dutchess
rnetreat, So two added up to three, and I said to myself, "Hey! 1t's .
time fto go away." 1 did s0 Marnch 15th of 1981, afifen the firnst semesten
of my senion yearn, {{t's never too Late) and went South fo a Central
Amerndican destination -- Nicaragua. Revolutions-wise, popular focus
tends to concentrate on the pre-insurrection, onganizational phase, and
the wat part Litself, but myself§, 1 believe that the somewhat neglected,
and potentially far more imporntant area to pay attention to Lies within
the post-victory situation. Therefore, Nicaragua, fresh from the victorny
An July of 1979 which ousted once and for all the Long-Atanding Somoza
dictatonship, was the pernfect place to go, adided by my forntulfous
jluency in Spandish, thanks to mom (she's Cuban, teanific, and the Spandish
deparntment in nesddence right here at Bard -- watch forn her, the one and
only, Noemi Escandelfl). T had Learned encugh over the years to know that
the heart of a revolutionary process Lied within the political vanguard
of the movement (Ln this case the Frente Sandinista de Liberacion
Naclonal orn FSIN), which fakes ocver in a gubennatorial capacity posit-

CONT,—»




victonry. Therefore I sought work within that revolutional, governmental
gramework, which Latlen implies the realm of administration and bureau-
cracy. ThuA on annau&ng in Managua, T set off about visditing mindistrndies,
and somehow succeeded in finding work with the Ministny of Health, got my
authonization £o wornk from the Ministry of Planning, and neceiued
nesidency all in the space oﬁ s4ix weehks, something of a miracle these
days for an out-of-towner. T ended up wonking gor a program called Las
Jornadas Populares de Saﬂud;‘on JPS for shont, which was (Li£'s over now)
a progham emphasdizing popular education in health, along with a polio
vaccine mobilization and an anti-malaria compaign. 1 was made municipal
coondinatorn of the program on the volecanic Lsland of Ometepe, which Lies
Ain Lake Nicaragua, one of the Largest Lakes in the wonld. 1 was 4in

fact "the program" upon arndval. T was nesponsible fon ongandzing and
coondinating the JPS's in the municipality of Altagracia, which included
some 20 peasant communities, giving me a total of around 16,000 people Zo
answern gorn. 1 shuttled back and fonth to the mainland for weekly
deparntmental meethings whene materials and ordlentations were glven, as well
as phoghress reponts Ztaken, from which 1 would return to Altagracia Laden
with pamphlets, postens, and control sheets, My work on the island
included giving workshops, ongandizing communities, holfding assemblies,
and prompting activities, in which endeavors 1 was assisted by the
municipal coondination T had organdzed, which Lincluded fthe Local
political delfegate of the FSLN, nepresentatives from the existing mass
ongandzations, the Sandinista Police, the Local Junta, state offices
(electric company, aghranian reform Lnstitute, etc.), and the Local school
principals. 1 worked forn five months, aften which 1 spent another month
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in the country travelling, onrganizing data, and doing some filming. ALL
04 which brings me back to my senion project, based on this experdence,
which proved to be everything 1 had hoped of Lt. 1 am, at this poini
{Apnil 9th), 30 pages Ainte the preject, or, theoretically, halfway

thhough. 1 have about 3% weeks Left now fo findish, and herne 1 am writding
profect notes instead of the profect iftself. 1 will findish though, and &%
i8 to be a case study of the work 1 did in Nicaragua, Loaded with
political insights and analyses. And, Lt continues to be a non-academic
profect with no footnotes, all of which causes poor Steve, my advisor,

much gried. 1 stand finm, stubborn he calls L{t, on the validity of my
account. It is4 a narrative account that does not fLow along the
established onganizational £ines accepted by the traditional academic
world. 1t does, however, {Low, and I ask only that the occcasdional hreadexn
of my work accept it as a narrative account gfrom the beginning so0 as fto
avoid confusion. Tt begins, and it will end, and 1 am confident that if
one only helaxes with it and is intenested in the §inst place, something of
a perspective and a picture will come through. Novelists get away with 4if,
film-makens get away with it, which is not to say that one should feel
that there 44 Aametging to be gotten away with. My nreseanch was edght

| months of field work, and my sholasticism becomes apparent within the
analyses T offer, which appear as they do through a fLearning and devel-
opment plan 1 have been on for the Last four yeaxrs of my college Life.

As fon possible penformances on sendon profect presentations, 1 had thought,
perhaps, to onganize an appropriately motley crew of people together and
teach them the hymn of the hymn of the FSLN, which could be senved up
tentulia style with wine and cheese, however, being a realist as well as
one of the people T will nescind the wine and cheese and charten the
people's chodice instead, a heg of beer. T hope to edit the rolls of f4i&m

I do have grom my Zrip once tﬂe May 5th 'deadline has been met, and ZThey

wiﬂz-hopeéuﬂzy be neady %o accompany the beer and song. Wateh for 4t. D

Sincenely,

J stice E. Knapp b
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THE WOMEN STUDIES
PROGRANMe PAST
PRESENT AND

FUTURED

t!ge Women's Studies Concen=

tra ion for a major will remain
arstrong program at Bard despite
critical faculty departures.

Women's Studies, which started at
Bard in 1979, is an interdisciplinary
major. The program has attracted
many students, male and female,

since its inception.

Women's Studies at Bard can
trace its beginnings to two
factors. One is the general trend
in most colleges to the realization
-|that women's studies was a legit-
1mate, important interest and con-
‘cern. The other is the special
{efforts of many students, with the
cooperation of 'some faculty, to
initiate the program.

The program:is in a period of
transition. Women's Studies has
established itself as a viable
major at Bard, but it has been
identified with particular faculty.
Now some of these key faculty are
departing or are up for tenure. This
has caused some concern to various
members of the community.

However, Dean Stuart Levine 1s
confident about the future of the
program. According to Levine,
“Absolutelyithe school is committed
to enhance and continue the Women's
Studies program. I can foresee no
condition that would allow for the
{dissolution of the program."

Chris Stansell, who teaches Women's
Studies from the hlstory department,
is departing in May. According to her,
Bard reflects the nation concerning
] the problems of Women's Studies pro-
grams. "Most women who run Women's

Studies programs are untenured
and thus the most vulnerable,
with little power to get the
curricular support, funding,
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Suzanne Vromen, who teaches

"Women's Studies from the social

sciences, feels that the admini-
stration was "helpful and re-
ceptive to the program." However,
all involved faculty are concerned
about the future of the program.

Iska Alter has been the dir-
ector/coordinator of the program
from the time such a position was
established. Prof. Alter's con-
tract expires at the end of the
semester and, according to Levine,
she is not returning. "“As far as
I know, her contract is up at the
end of the semester and there is
no vacancy that exists for Iska
Alter. T must operate under the
assumption that she is not return-
ing."

Suzanne Vromen is up for
Vromen is
one of the four faculty members
who helped start the program and
she has been an active teacher
ever since. Accordlng to Levine,
"If her tenure is not recommended,
1f for whatever reason she does
not return, this would be a loss
to the Women's Studies program.
This will not, however, determine
her tenure."

John Fout of the history depart{

ment is the only secure member of
the program. The uncertainty of
the composition of next year's
Women's Studies faculty has con-
cerned many students, especially
those underclassmen majoring in
the concentration. Dean Levine
has given his assurances that the
program will continue: "We will
hire people and use existing pro-
fessors to© enhance and continue
this pregram.” p

Ellen Schwartz
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_ A fire swept through the lesch ;.

dormitory on Tuesday,- March. 30, ‘
closing the building for the rest.
of the spring 1982 semester. :

Two of the rooms, including the
room in which the fire started, were .
totally destroyed _Other rooms in . |
the dormitory sustained substantlal
smoke and water damage. Fire depart-
ments from three local communities
helped to extinguish the blaze.

The fire, which occurred during
the one-week spring break, damaged
an empty building, but one can't help
imagining the horror which would have
ensued had the dormitory been occu-
pied at the time. Screams of terror
.+ would be heard as students, trapped
by a wall of flame,
to escape their fiery deaths. The
fire extinguishers would be useless*
in battling the monstrous blaze, and,
as the first burning bodies fell from
" windows, students would suffocate.
Firemen inspecting the building after
. the fire had been quenched would come.
upon charred, burned bodies, their
arms (through which white bone would
be tearing) hideously outstretched
towards doors and windows.

The cause of the fire has not yet
been determined.

George Hunka

To The Editors:

It has come to my attention that
Bard College residents have been jerk-
ing off into Kleenex and have been
leaving the used wads along the road-
side. This creates an uns1ght1y mess
for visitors to the area.

Please print this letter in. your
paper so that those responsible: MWilT
realize the displeasure -of some- of.
the area houseowners - :

. Yours, IR
Mrs. Eileen Elder
Tivoli

_

‘custodial staff.

- "You people should be more
futilely struggled

—1

UHP NEWS

Some stuuents today vacuumed. thelr floors.
They used cleaners provided by the school'
" Other students dld not
clean their floors, but expxessedﬁa wish
to do so in the near future ... After lunch,
dishes were collected from tayles in the
commons and run through the dishwashing
machine. This was to provide clean dishes
for dinner. A Saga spokesman said that
this is dome every day of the regular sem-
ester ... Spring arrived on March 21. It
will be getting even warmer soon. Spring
will end sometime this June ... A sopho-
more was found disembowled and thrown

into the ravine behind the Mods last
Thursday, Dean Peter Sears encourages
students not to walk alone at night.
careful,"

he commented ...

George Hunka

A ResponsE To EMILY ARMOUR

VDEAREST EMILY,

Y. MOST CERTAINLY ENJOYED YOUR
"REVIEW" OF LIVE SHORT AND STUFFER
IN' THE DECEMBER ISSUE OF THE |.IGHT.
AWW GEE IT WAS REALLY %NELL OF YOU
TO TRY AND GIVE SOME POSITIVE PRESS
TO THOSE UNDERPRIVILIGED AND INNO-
VATIVE "MUSICIANS”, LIVE SHORT.

IT's TOO BAD YOU DON'T LIKE ANY
OTHER MUSICAL CONGLOMERATIONS AT
BARD, WELL AS MEMBERS OF THE LOST -
CAUSE TOLD YOU BEFORE YOUR BRIEF
ATTEMPT AT FAME IN THE LIGHT
APPEARED AND AS WE WILL TELL YOU
AGAIN. NO, NOT UNDER ANY CIRCUM-
STANCES WILL WE FUCK, SUCK OR = |
VIOLATE YOU, IN SHORT WE SHIT -
UPON YOU FROM A GREAT HEIGHT. Now
DON'T GET US WRONG, WE HOPE YOUR
ATTEMPT AT BALLING THE MEMBERS
ofF LIVE SHORT GETS A BETTER RES—.
PONSE AND YOUR SEX LIFE OPENS UP,

LDVING YOU ALWAYS,
THE LOST CAUSE
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' n the '50s and '60s, it was pogo sticks. In the '70s, Long hair had
Aty day. The fashion-conscious man on woman of the '80s will soon be throwing
away those hound wire-aimmed glasses for the Latest New Yok City fashion
chaze -- eye piercing. _ '

"It all started at the Bleeker Street Cinema Bunuel Festival Rast yeak.

A week Laten you saw people on the street with Little hofes dnilled into thein
inises, " Godfrey Reed, an eye-piexcer, sald. "Un Chien Andalou is this year's
Rocky Honnon Picture Show. Everybody wants to be handicapped now.

“Problems with sfenilization Led us to use dentist dnills," Reed continued.
"They're gast, efficient, and -- what's more -- effective.” Reed, a former tax
accountant, also obsered that while some people Like to have their eyes
anaesthetized before dnilling, most don't. "The pain thing might be a Little
wwusual, but who cares? One Less overhead cost.”

"1t's great!" Sylvia S. (not her real name), who had recently been
blinded, said. "It's Like being in a whole new wornld. Sight is neally dulf,
Aif you know what 1 mean."” What was Left of her eyes Lit up. "And fashiomwise?
Talk about punk, this Ls superpunk, this {8 elephantine punk! This is heavy
masochism 1'm talking about!"

Already, the stneets of Greemwich Viflage and Soho are Lined with "Eye
Piencing Boutiques", whene the young and trendy can have thein cculans dnilled.
Accessonies are sold as well -- gold-tipped cornea plugs and, for the more
daning, rusty nails are only two of the many sunduy ifems to be found at the
Atones.

And the fun may be spreading. 1In the trend-setting circles of the uppenr
Manhattan upper-middle-class, eye piercing 4s quickly beating out cocaine use
as the "thing to do." The famous are getting Lnvolved as well -- already
Andy Warhol and Divine have been "under the dnifl", as the saying goes.

Band College, Look out. The fashion of the edighties is coming youn way.
Acconding to some, it's already here. () FIN

HIT A 8OY, WiLL YA? )
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A Renipm kg Apdrew Jnffe

1 n

k— Cranglatinne, hy Brian Friel, COnCEENE 1hs rtézttnnu of the
tnhabitante af a emall fown in Jrelana in 1833 to the attempte onf

the British tn ztandarﬂtze gnd Anglicize the tratitinnal Gaelic plaze

wames nf their country.  On one lewel, it is akout the clash of

cultures as represented hy langwage; on anotker, it is ahant the

lack nf communication and underafanding amang penple puerywhere. 3t

ta a powerful and clear script. Ynw would neuer know if, howewer,

frum fthe ZBard Theatre’s profuction, directied by fAerugn Millis, which

had language and communication probleme of its mwn.

Beranse of fhe play’s cantent, drieh accents foar fhe Irish
characters are crucial, notf merely decarative. Aut the sctars are
eBu bupy capfuring fhe Irish cadence of speech, mhich they dao with
varying degrees of surcess, they fail to capiure any of the play.
dIn trying in bhe Jrish, fthey fail to ke human. Sn entranced are they
with the ﬂnund af fheir aown Jriah laughter that they don’t seem fo
underefand mhaf the play is about. Fither ygou can'f underptand what
they are saying, or, when ynu can, they don’t geem fo ke paging -
angthing. ; ' ' R

The prime nffender i Nadine Andre, whn pnunciastes her lines
clearly ana deliberately, sn deliberately that all meaning is drzined
from. them. “Ap an Jrish milkmaid who wants to lrarn Engliseh ang mhn
fallg in lowe mith s young Aritiesh onfficer, she peeme lost when eprak-
tng, uninunlued mhen not speaking, and unaware of what i goning on
arouand her throaughaut. 3f thie wae not ennugh Bz ruing .a fender
and impartant maonologue in fthe fhird act, in which she names in Eng-
Itah the names of the ﬁrtttah towns her lower has tald her, hy recit-

ing ihzm as if she were reading road dtrm:itunﬁ.(conf ‘—é)
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Other performances are lnuwingly rendered hy Gregory Phillips,
who delivers crucial climactic lines whih tontal lack of understanting
ag to what he 1p saying; Oliver Leelie James, mhno screams mast af Lia
- part; Eric Zeisler, who, ag the Rritish commander, is hraughuanded and
gtack, hut serwiceahle; Diana BMaser, wha 18 goaod ag a flirfatious
Jrigh girl, hut seems fo fhink she Te in a musical comedy(3 expected
her at any minute to hurst intn "ZHow Are Things in Blncca fAnrra?");
and Bruce Grossman, whn fries hard as a ynung Irishman paid fo ftrans-
Llate far the British, but lacke the dramafic sfrength tn pull off fhis
pituatal role. ©hege actfores contribute ton the confusion and lieflesa-
neas that marks fhe proguctinn. -

Fanr perfarmances deperue gperial menftinon. Yraofessonr Rohert
Rockman, ag fhe aging alcabhnlic local schonlfeacher who dreame of
running an Jrish National Schonl, lends a welrome air of prafessional-
tsm tn the proceedings. He is hoth comic and fouching withant being
ahutnus. Xeuin J.JF. Klenner, as fthe schuonlmaster’s crazy nold friend
and sfudent mhn Iives in « wrold of Greek and Latin, haa hoth & mell-
realized character ant an underefanding of Lis lines (am well ag =
wery gongd accenf). John Zuill, ap fhe afficer with whom fAs. Andre
falls tn -lowe, iE convincing and epffective ag & man who munst decide
befween hix Anty and his conscience. Rhonda A. Hephurn, in the amall
role of a mitte girl, ts posaibly the masf human and deeply felt char-
acter aon the gtage. The efforts of these faur actors are enigent
yet unavailing: they are atruggling in a vacuum.

Ghe physical production elements (Bets, caosfumes, propga) are
very handgame and well-dane, hut they seem hardly worth the ftraunhie.
They only eet aff the worthlessness of the gerfarmance. Ry the end
nf the show, fthe unrealized potential of the script ig euident, buf
fust harely, buried =g it 15 under & mage of careleesnegs anad

amateurishness. (] N
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: theatrical epic on a scale dwarfing even a William Deiver productiopy was
held on April 14, 15, 16 and 19, and might still be going on. Called Strike!,
:and conceived by an 1mprov1satlonal group called The Bard Coalition, the produc-—
tion suffers from a certain confusion: what kind of a show is it supposed to be?
Existentialist drama? Musical comedy revue? Audience participation? A circus?
The answer is all of the above. And none.

There can be a strong argument made for thlS show as Theatre of the Absurd.
This is the plot: a strike is called on a small liberal arts campus. Demonstrators
picket in front of the administration building, so that the Godot figure, here
called Leon (symbolic?), can "look out his window and see us,” even though his
window does not face that way. Bands play. Speakers speak, but say nothing.
Aftet two days, a Conversation committee, which is "not going to talk, " goes in
to see "Leon.” They come out after close to an hour, and everyone goes away to
decide what to do. The strike contunues, they annsunce.

From here on in, there is no music, and the show's energy suffers from it.
‘After the third day, the show seems overlong. Even in the early stages, it is
hard to know how to react to the performers. Whether  this is due to vague script-
ing or misdirection, it is detrimental to the effectiveness of Strike!

Some of the musical guests are quite good. One in particular, "Roundheels,"
seemed to capture the ugly tone of futility underscoring the entire enterprise.
Another group, "Courtney and Western," generated a fair amount of dramatic tension
between itself_and the demonstrators., Some of the music, however, was less enjoy-
able. ©One song "Strike for Your Rights,” while certainly persistent, suffered
from-inane lyrics, obnoxious delivery, and a sense of endlessness.

The decision to stage the show in real life settings added credlblllty to
the production, but not enough to save it from its own conceit. A valiant effort
at something new, but not a credit to the intelligence of its creators, its cast,
or its audience. [J
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THE STARR |,
BAR* xCAFE

FABULOUS DRINKS, SANDWICHES, AND DESSERTS
served in a delightful atmosphere.
Open 11:30 am seven days.
Located on the first floor of “The Starr Institute”

26 Montgomery Street, Rhinebeck, N.Y. 12572 876-6816
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A College of the Liberal Arts and Sciences . | ’ : Office of the President

March 30, 1982

. “To the Editor
- The Light. Observer
Campus Ma11 e

I‘want to congratulate you for getting the issue out.
. . I have only two concerns: First, that anonymous polemic}
"~ are usually written by cowards. Rarely is there something
to fear from legitimate criticism. Second, one ought to
retain the distinction between an 1nd1v1dua1 s public and
pr1vate functions .=

. 0therw1se, I want to congratulate you on what must
" have been a lot of hard work. With best wishes,

hul

mr. ﬂntstztn rpfern tn tye. "Angider’s ﬁnllzgr Gutde
prtntzﬂ unnngmnunlq tn anr lupgt imspue, :

2
Ehe yreatdzni refere to the atatpment that e 'ghnmn

up af fzm. if ang, xtnﬂent partten.

Sincerely,

" “Leon Botstein
President

(The accompanying photo—quuz appeared recently in a natnonal women s magazine.
© - The Editors)







